REEDHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 7th November 2016
At Reedham Village Hall 

Present -  Councillors D Hale (Chairman), D Mills, D Rushbrook, P Bilverstone, M Adams, I Case, J Lester, C Ward, R Clouting, A Thompson and K Patterson. Parish Clerk C Dickson. County Councillor Iles. 
9 members of the public were present.  Council meeting commenced at 7.30 pm.
1.11)  Apologies for Absence

No apologies received
2.11)  Declarations of Interest on the Agenda

Cllr Patterson declared an interest in the planning application received for consideration.
3.11)  Minutes of Previous Meeting

It was proposed by Cllr Adams and seconded by Cllr Rushbrook that the minutes from 3rd October 2016 be accepted as a true record.  A majority agreed with Cllr Thompson abstaining.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council.  
4.11)  Matters Arising

Cllr Rushbrook said that the gap outside her gate had now been filled by Highways.
The Clerk had received notification that the manhole cover reported to Highways a few months ago had been resolved but Cllr Thompson had spoken to the resident nearby and reported that it had not.  Clerk to follow up.

The Clerk has had no update on the Middle Hill loose stones from Highways.

The Clerk reported to the Council on how CIL monies are passed to Parish Councils from District Councils.  Development monies are given to the District Council.  Developers can negotiate with District Councils to do services in kind rather than monetary payments but CIL due to Parish Councils must be passed on as money.
Public Participation Meeting open to public at 7.40pm
The Chairman read out a letter from the Vice Chairman Councillor Derek Mills that he was tendering his resignation from the Council.  This meeting will be his last as he is moving out of the village.  Cllr Rushbrook took the opportunity to thank Cllr Mills for his service to the Council.

County Councillor Iles There will be a definitive Devolution vote on the 21st November. He is confused as to whether it is a good idea or not and wants to get opinions from his Parish Councils.  If Councillors could send their thoughts to the Clerk she will collate and forward them on. There has been pressure to take the Devolution package and he has received a letter from the Secretary of State, letters from businesses and the Chamber of Commerce, and lobbying from LEP stakeholders.  There were 4 methods for the public to have their say but only 1, the IPSOS poll, was in favour, and that is the one that is most quoted.  
The deal is £25m per year for 30 years for infrastructure, but there is no guarantee that would continue if the government changes.  An additional £140m for housing split between Norfolk and Suffolk.  The Secretary of State says that there has to be a Mayor: no Mayor, no deal.  A Mayor is not wanted but the Government is insisting.  Funding for the Mayor has to come out of the £25m or money generated from efficiencies.  After the 1st deal has been agreed N&S can move on to start negotiating the second deal.  Manchester is on its 6th deal.  Looking forward to 2020 if they don’t take Devolution there is likely to be no precept for running the Council.  It is possible NCC would be expected to run the Council from business rates, which is not viable. 4 Districts have said no, with 3 left to vote.  Suffolk all said yes so if Norfolk don’t decide then the voting for the Mayor will go to Suffolk.  His original gut reaction was no, but if it means Norfolk is isolated then he will go along with it.  Are all businesses wrong?  The Mayor would run the major services with direct access to Government to get funding.  Cllrs Adams and Rushbrook expressed views against Devolution. It is steamrollering local democracy.  Cities got a referendum about Devolution but Counties did not as the 4 methods of having a say were cheaper.  Cllr Ward reported that he had completed an online survey but he felt it was weighted towards a yes response.  

Devolution in principle is a good idea but not this detail.  It works well in a city.  It was reported that although Suffolk have said yes they are hoping Norfolk say no.  It is a major change for no reason and is not going to fix anything.  Norfolk is a rural County and there is a big difference between us and Manchester.

He asked the Broads Authority about the permissive path and why the fixtures were removed.  The original contract was between the landowner and the BA.  At the end of the contract the fixtures would only be removed if the landowner insists, and the landowner insisted.  If the path can be reinstated then the BA will reinstall the steps and bridge at no cost to the Parish Council.  The BA said they wanted to leave the steps and bridge but reported that the landowner insisted they were removed.
It was commented that Norfolk Trails could do a compulsory purchase order but, without the landowner’s permission, that could become very complicated.

Permissive Path – Norman Bagshaw reported on a long meeting he had with Mr Mutton.  He said Mr Mutton knew in September 2015 that they were closing the path and had asked about the removal of the fixtures.  He expected that to happen soon after the confirmation of closure of the path but it did not occur until September 2016.  Norfolk Trails had been in touch in between. Mr Mutton was reported to have thought the removal was not going to take place so he was surprised when he returned from the US to find that the fixtures had gone.  He is sympathetic to the path being reopened.  Norfolk County Council have been in touch twice.  It is a setback that the fixtures were removed but that will not put NT off, but they will have to find more money.  
On the 28th August the BA were considering a capital grant to help NT get the path repaired but 5 days later the fixtures were removed.  Cllr Rushbrook reported that she believed the dyke had recently been widened so even if they wanted to return the bridge it would no longer fit.

It was suggested that the Parish Council write to Mr Mutton to ask his views on the permissive path.  Do the 3 criteria it was reported he needed still apply?
Cllr Case suggested the Parish Council look at funding it.  Is it possible to purchase that bit of land?  The meeting concluded it was best to wait until Norfolk Trails have finished their investigation.

Better signage is needed at the Ferry to say the path is closed.

The Chairman of the Village Hall Committee Chris Bradbury gave the following report:
There were no issues with the play equipment safety inspection for November.

They are still waiting on the installation of fibre optic Broadband from BT.  Unfortunately the underground duct is blocked but they have been given permission to dig up the car park to hopefully clear it.  Now waiting for them to do the job.
They purchased a new BBQ in time for Bonfire Night.
A caravan club used the field in half term week, which they enjoyed very much, and they then had use of the hall for a Halloween party.

The AGM is on Monday 28th November and all are welcome.

Fund raising:

The October cash bingo jackpot was not won, therefore now stands at £250 in 55 numbers or less for November.
The Jungle Book was shown on 26th October but only had 18 people attend, possibly because it was shown in the evening and not during the day. Absolutely Fabulous had to be cancelled as they were unable to get the film for the proposed night.
The psychic medium evening with Steve Gill made a £110 profit and he has been rebooked for April 2017.
A 70s night is being held on 12th November to raise money for the light and sound system.  There will also be another Christmas Quiz on Wednesday 14th December as this proved very popular last year.

Bonfire Night was very well attended.  They were able to light the bonfire this year as the wind was in the right direction.  Thanks to the James boys for another spectacular display.  They made nearly £900 profit. The band Power House played music outside before and after the fireworks, which was very popular.
Cllr Rushbrook reported there is a fridge at the entrance to the Limpenhoe Road.  There is also a river across the road. A huge trench has been dug near the road edge. It could have been an attempt to alleviate the flood but not very well executed.  County Cllr Iles will talk to Highways.
A member of the public reported they have already informed BDC about the fridge. 
Closed to public at 8.15 pm
5-11)  Planning Applications
20161761 - 12 New Road - new dwelling attached to existing dwelling.  Cllr Bilverstone raised an objection that it would be over development if the planning consent was given.  Cllrs Rushbrook, Case and Thompson agreed.  Cllrs Adams, Mills, Ward, Clouting, Lester and Hale had no objections.
6-11)
Update by the Tree Warden and for HLF Grants
Cllr Lester reported that their regular monthly meetings have been reduced to quarterly.  They are sort of back on track but they have missed the planting season so will start again next year.  The Broadland officer came to look at the trees on New Road.  Waiting for the written report.

HLF nothing to report.

7-11)  Update for Allotments
Cllr Bilverstone gave an update.  5 people have not yet paid.  He is having trouble getting in touch with the contractor who cuts the bank and playing field hedge, he is not answering his phone.  There is a broken post on the rabbit fence.  Cllr Bilverstone will put it back up. Plot 12b is vacant, a villager is interested but wanted one near the gate.  Will check those remaining want to renew and then offer 12b.  Cllr Lester asked that the tussocks at the bottom of the allotments not be cut down as they are rare for the Broads.  Cllr Bilverstone also reported that he had disturbed some short lizards (probably newts - Cllr Lester) that were hibernating in the mulch of the compost.
8-11a) Permissive Path 

No more discussion necessary.
8-11b) Grass Contractors

Cllr Clouting proposed the acceptance of CGM’s quote for next year and Cllr Case seconded.
8-11c) Benches

The Clerk presented 8 quotes from 3 companies to the Council of various sizes and materials. The recycled plastic bench at £724 per unit was judged to be most suitable.  Cllr Rushbrook proposed the purchase and Cllr Mills seconded.  All agreed.  Clerk to arrange the purchase of 2 benches.
8-11d) Purchase of Tractor
Cllr Hale reported that the Community Assoc do not want the tractor housed in the shed. Cllr Mills acceded that because of the lack of interest and the difficulty of gathering enough people for a grass cutting rota it is not feasible to go ahead with purchasing a tractor. 
9-11 Playing Field hedge adjacent to Freethorpe Road

Cllr Bilverstone will attempt to get in contact with the contractor who should be doing this along with the allotments.
10-11) Phone Box on Riverside
The Council were concerned that because of the limited mobile signals down by the Riverside if the phone box was removed there would be problems contacting the emergency services if needed.  A discussion was had about whether the defibrillator could be moved to the box.  It was thought not unless the Council took on responsibility.  The Clerk to reply to BDC expressing the Council’s concern about the possible removal.
11-11)  Finances Presented for Approval
It was resolved that the following monthly cheques be approved for payment.
Royal British Legion - poppy wreath and donation

  £30.00
Indigo Waste Service - glass recycling July & August
  £36.00 

Ed’S Garden Maint - October




£179.44

CGM Group - grounds maintenance September £172.50


grounds maintenance October £172.50



football pitch grass cut October £90.00
£435.00

C Dickson pay - October




£263.47
HMR&C PAYE - October




  £66.00

Total   = 





          £1,009.91
Proposed as agreed by Cllr Patterson and seconded by Cllr Adams.  All were in agreement.
12-11)   Items for the  Next Agenda

Precept
Permissive path
Public:

No more public matters to report.
13-11)  Time and Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 5th December 2016 at 7.30 pm.  
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

Signed………………………………........................                       Date……………………………….
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